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PRESS RELEASE issued by Comhar - Sustainable Development Council
26 September, 2006

COMHAR SAYS NDP MUST SUPPORT HIGHER QUALITY LIFE FOR ALL

More income at expense of stressed-out life in a degraded environment is not progress says Comhar Chairman

Professor Frank Convery, Chairman of Comhar Sustainable Development Council, today (Tuesday) said that investment under the new National Development Plan must support a higher quality of life for all.  Announcing details of a major national conference being held next week by Comhar on sustainability within the National Development Plan, he said:

”Targeting more income at the expense of a stressed-out life in a degraded environment is not progress. The new National Development Plan must support a higher quality life across all its aspects for all our people.”

He said:  “We will never again have as much money to invest as we will in the 2007 to 2013 period.  This money must be spent wisely to ensure every Euro counts.”

Professor Convery warned that economic markets do not correctly value important aspects of life, especially the environment. Investment under the new NDP must compensate for this market failure.   

“NDP investment must also give design chance.   It will have a major bearing on whether Ireland is a beautiful place to work and live, or whether ugliness prevails”, he said.

The Comhar national Conference “Towards Sustainability in the National Development Plan 2007 – 2013” will take place in the Davenport Hotel, Dublin, from Wednesday 4th to Friday 6th of October and will examine how investment under the new National Development Plan 2007-2013 can be made more sustainable economically, socially and environmentally. The conference will examine nine key areas, including industry, marine, energy, transport, tourism and rural life, with sessions being chaired by the top civil servant with lead responsibility under the NDP in that area.  Environment Minister, Dick Roche, will address the conference on Friday, 6th October.  Conference bookings may be made via the Comhar website: www.comhar-nsdp.ie or by phoning (01) 296 8688/fax. (01) 296 8678.

About Comhar:
Comhar Sustainable Development Council (SDC) was established by government in 1999 to ‘advance the national agenda for sustainable development, evaluate progress in this regard, to assist in devising suitable mechanisms and advising on their implementation, and to contribute to the development of a national consensus in these regards.’ Its membership comprises representatives from various sectors, including the public service, economy, environment, social, and academic. It has an independent chairperson, Professor Frank J. Convery.
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