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� Planning has long involvement in landscape/amenity.

� Tree preservation orders are an example.

� Scenic views and landscape designations. 

� Progression to the wider ecological issues. 

� Prompted by EU and national guidelines.
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� From a Spatial Planning perspective Guidelines are of 
huge importance.

� Large amount of guidance documents however these need 
to be specific e.g. forthcoming HDA guidance deals, in part, 
with this issue.

� While biodiversity is mentioned in other guidelines such as
Wind Energy (2006), Rural Housing Guidelines (2005) 
specific guidance in relation to biodiversity in these contexts 
would be useful .
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� At policy level the Development Plan Guidelines are of huge 
importance. While Section 4.3 deals with Biodiversity, more 
detailed guidance would be helpful.

� This is true for Development Management Guidelines as well. 
Detailed design guidance accompanied the Sustainable 
Residential Development Guidelines  (May 2009) 

� A companion guidance document on biodiversity for planning 
policy and development management would be welcome. 

Guidance Documents 2
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� The Development Plan Guidelines  (June 2007) covers the 
preparation of Development Plans and Local Area Plans-
these are planning policy documents. 

� The Development Management Guidelines (also June 2007) 
cover the planning process as it relates to individual planning 
applications.

� Biodiversity guidance documents would have to reflect the 
different levels at which these documents operate. 

Guidance Documents 3
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� Landscape Character Assessment while a good basis for 
indicating broad landscape types needs to be complemented 
with more detailed habitat mapping.   

� There needs to be cross references between the two,  both to 
indicate the broader importance of landscape,  but also to 
emphasise the link with it’s component habitats.  

� Resource constraints associated with habitat mapping, i.e. 
cost /appropriate expertise, within local authorities.
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� In a Limerick context, individual Landscape Character Areas are
associated with particular species and sites  e.g. Western Uplands 
and the Hen Harrier, Shannon Coastal Zone is associated 
with the Lower River Shannon SAC site.
� Habitat mapping, with more detailed mapping of local habitats 
would complement this.
� With precise locations of specific habitats known, this would
inform planning decisions and strategies, which assists in ensuring
connectivity of habitats and the creation of wildlife corridors and 
could  inform design of development and masterplans. 



9

#���� �$��%��
� ��
�&
����
���
��#���� �$��%��
� ��
�&
����
���
��#���� �$��%��
� ��
�&
����
���
��#���� �$��%��
� ��
�&
����
���
��
��
������������������	�
����
�������$�� ���
�����
������������������	�
����
�������$�� ���
�����
������������������	�
����
�������$�� ���
�����
������������������	�
����
�������$�� ���
���

� The Wind Energy Strategy came about partly as a result of the 
Landscape Characterisation Process.

� West Limerick is covered by a large amount of Special 
Protection Area designations for the protection of the hen harrier.

� These areas are currently open to consideration for wind energy
development. 

� Is there is a need to revisit these designations on basis updated 
ecological advice?
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� These can promote and with appropriate funding and resources
can deliver habitat mapping which is of particular importance 
in Development Management decisions.

� Clare and Cork for instance have embarked on habitat 
surveys and mapping. 

� As a result of these many Local Authorities have produced their
own local biodiversity guidance.

� These can be integrated in local planning documents..
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� It is here that the policy content of County Development 
Plans and Local Area Plans are tested.
� Since these cover land use planning decisions it is essential 
that their policy content in relation to biodiversity is 
adequate for the task. 
� Working groups, on-going liaison with local NPWS staff 
and NGOs- perhaps through the  County Heritage Forum 
could input  to the relevant plans as they arise.
� For LAPs in particular this could be a source of local 
biodiversity knowledge.
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� Conservation and protection of environment and of 
European Sites

� Preservation of character of landscape including 
preservation of views, amenities and features of natural 
beauty

� Preservation, improvement and extension of amenities and 
recreational amenities

� Preservation and protection of the environment and 
natural heritage – Regional Planning Guidelines

� Areas of Special Amenity, Landscape Conservation Areas, 
and Tree Preservation Orders and Public Rights of Way
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� Need to reduce anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions 
and the necessity of adaptation to climate change 

� Secure the creation, management, restoration or 
preservation of any site of scientific or ecological interest 
including any Nature Conservation Site

� Nature Conservation Site is defined as European Site, 
NHA, Nature Reserve or refuge for fauna and flora
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� Natural environment is part of our national endowment
� Policies to be dynamic and creatively direct change rather 

than create a static state of the environment
� International responsibility to future generations 

incorporating the concepts of sustainability and good 
stewardship 

� Prevent urban sprawl with clear urban/rural distinctions
� Create a green setting for cities and towns with convenient 

outdoor recreational facilities
� Conserve and, where appropriate and possible, enhance 

biodiversity 
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� S.E.A. required in regard to all Regional Planning 
Guidelines and Development Plans

� LAP’s and variations of all Regional and Development 
Plans must be screened for S.E.A.

� S.E.A. determines how statutory plan policies impact on 
the environment and has significantly improved the plan 
making process

� Habitats Directive Assessment required where either 
statutory plans or projects impact on SAC/SPA

� Habitats Directive Assessment – where policies or projects 
negatively impact on sites,  they cannotproceed 
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� Local Area Plans

� Village Design Statements

� Masterplans

� Conservation Plans e.g. Adare Manor

� Rural Design Guidelines

� Sustainability Statements
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� Indicate integration of trees, shrubs, watercourses within and  
adjoining the site

� Will the development protect biodiversity and use native 
species.  Please specify

� Provide details of management scheme for ongoing ecological 
conservation

� Develop a green framework linking urban areas and 
surrounding countryside

� Demonstrate that green areas are an integrated part of the 
development

� Show how water quality will be protected during construction
� Does location and orientation of external lighting to minimise 

the light spill into nearby habitats
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� European Habitats Forum
� “Biodiversity Protection – beyond 2010” Athens – 7 point 

plan
� EU Environment Commissioner, Stavros Dimas, 

“Biodiversity is life – beautiful, precious and fragile.  But it 
is also the basis of our economic and social well-being”

� European Council of Town Planners - Territorial Cohesion
� “Resilience to Climate Change” – November 12th – 14th –

www.planningtheworld.net
� Irish Planning Institute - Autumn Conference – Habitats 

Directive and Designation of Natura 2000 Sites -
booking available through www.irishplanninginstitute.ie
or on 01-8788630
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