13 Projects to Receive Funding under the 2010 Comhar Sustainable Development Media Fund 

An animated film on how to achieve a low carbon future; a radio documentary on sustainable development and carbon neutrality in Sweden and Costa Rica; and a photographic exhibition on Ireland’s green movement are among the projects awarded funding by Comhar Sustainable Development Council (SDC), which announced the results of its 2010 Media Fund today (24.09.10).

The Comhar Sustainable Development Media Fund - now in its third year - was established in 2008 with the aim of securing more and better coverage of sustainability issues in the Irish media. In 2010, the Media Fund widened its scope and introduced a funding stream for capacity-builders aimed at increasing media practitioners’ understanding of development issues.

Commenting on the results of the 2010 Media Fund, Noel Casserly, Director of Comhar SDC, said: “We are delighted with the consistently high quality of the projects received this year and with the increased level of interest in the Fund. Overall, we received over 30 applications, this year – an increase of 100 per cent from last year. Out of these, almost half were selected to receive funding from Comhar SDC.

“This year, the projects funded cover a range of sustainable issues including passive buildings in Austria and Ireland; the slow food movement; the ‘Green Schools’ campaign in Dublin; and the importance of community gardens in building sustainable communities. The projects span a range of different media including national and local print media, online and broadcast.  

“The Comhar Sustainable Development Media Fund encourages the media – and, in turn, the general public – to understand and pay closer attention to sustainable development. The Fund aims to move the debate on sustainable development into the mainstream media and reach audiences who might not be aware of sustainable issues and their impact on society. In addition, the Fund helps to increase awareness of how sustainable development is linked to wider issues affecting Ireland such as the economy, job creation and climate change” he said.

Comhar SDC Media Fund recipients now have until 31st December 2010 to produce and publish or broadcast their work, and initiate the capacity building projects.  They must also commit to employing sustainable practices in delivering their projects: Comhar SDC is providing technical advice in relation to offsetting any carbon emissions arising from funded projects and / or finding more sustainable alternatives to conventional media approaches.

A. Journalism Awards

	Recipient of Award and Media Outlet
	Description of Project
	Funding (€)

	Ines Billings – Electric Picnic Festival – mobile exhibition
	‘The Green Box' - a documentary photographic exhibition examining the initiatives and developments in Ireland that are helping to build a more sustainable future.
	1,300

	Keith Brown – Corklife Magazine
	‘Sustainable Activities – What we all can do'
A magazine feature double page spread in Corklife Magazine that will run over two issues. The articles will be published in partnership with www.peopleserepublicofcork.com
	1,200

	Susan Cahill – Newstalk 106 -108
	The multimedia project will highlight carbon neutrality and sustainable development in Ireland, Sweden and Costa Rica. 
	3,000

	Rob Carr – Dublin Community TV
	‘Resilient Communities - Green, Smart and Sustainable' - the project will feature an animated film which will paint a vision of what a low carbon, green future could look like and present the audience with a series of practical steps to realise this vision.
	3,000

	Valerie Flynn – 103.2 Dublin City FM

	‘Growing on the Inside’ - the project will feature a radio documentary about ‘Growing for Life’ – an initiative run by the Eden Project in UK prisons. The project will examine the theme of building sustainable communities from a rehabilitation perspective and will address the lessons that can be learned in the Irish context.
	392

	Cian McCarthy - Raidió na Life 106.4FM'
	‘Timpeall Orainn' - the project will comprise a radio documentary series that will focus on how to build sustainable communities, specially focusing on the community based project, 'Navan Facelift' and on the 'Green Schools' campaign in schools in Dublin.
	515

	Emma McDermott – Inishowen Community Radio
	‘How to grow your own community’ – the project will comprise a radio documentary that will focus on the Moville Community Garden in Moville, Co. Donegal.
	500

	Colm O’Molloy – Newstalk 106 -108 and The Irish Times
	'Reporting the Environment' - will comprise a series of radio programmes and print articles focusing on international challenges and approaches to urban sustainability, addressing how Ireland can reassert and reposition itself as a 'green nation' across multiple sectors, from tourism to renewable energy, as well as highlighting environmental racism and international conflicts over climate change.  
	1,000

	Frances Power - The Irish Times / Sunday Business Post
	‘Building a Boom - the Sustainable Way' - the project will comprise print articles focusing on passive buildings, in particular school buildings, in Austria. The articles will also explore the advantages of living, working and learning in a passive building.
	2,000

	David Ralph – Metro Éireann
	The project will feature an article series examining the slow food movement in Ireland and sustainable food systems with a special focus on those who produce, consume and advocate for alternatives to the mainstream food production chain.
	400


B. Capacity Building Awards

	Recipients 
	Project
	Funding (€)

	An Taisce
	The project will comprise a one night and one-day seminar and a field excursion to two distinct natural habitats. The aim of the seminar is to increase understanding of sustainability issues and provide an opportunity to see and feel biodiversity at first hand. 
	2,500

	ECO-UNESCO 
	‘Media and Sustainability’ – the project will feature a one-day training day programme on media and sustainability. The purpose of the training is to raise awareness of sustainability among the media sector in Ireland, to engage youth media in sustainable issues and to build capacity in the media to engage in dialogue on sustainability.
	2,250

	Gavin Harte
	The project will feature a one-day seminar. The seminar will focus on workshops and discussion of sustainable issues and invite guest speakers from Irish media to host the talks. 
	3,500

	
	
	


