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The Copenhagen Agreement 
– A “pivotal moment” ?
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Article 2 (Objective): To achieve stabilisation of GHG concentrations in 
the atmosphere at a level that would prevent danger ous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system.

Such a level should be achieved within a time frame  sufficient to:

• Allow ecosystems adapt naturally to climate change

• Ensure that food production is not threatened

• Enable economic development proceed in a sustainable  manner

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chan ge (UNFCCC)
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Article 3.1 Parties should protect the climate system for the b enefit of present 
and future generations of mankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance 
with their common but differentiated responsibiliti es and respective 
capabilities

Accordingly, the developed country Parties should t ake the lead in combating 
climate change and the adverse effects thereof .

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

Article 4.2 Developed country Parties shall adopt national poli cies and take
corresponding measures on the mitigation of climate  change by limiting 
anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases and pro tecting greenhouse gas 
sinks and reservoirs.

These policies and measures will demonstrate that d eveloped countries are 
taking the lead in modifying longer-term trends in athropogenic emis sions 
consistent with the objective of the Convention
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Article 4.7

The extent to which developing country Parties will  effectively implement 
their commitments under the Convention will depend on the effective 
implementation by developed country Parties of thei r commitments under 
the Convention related to financial resources and t ransfer of technology and 
will take fully into account that economic and social development and 
poverty eradication are the first and overriding pr iorities of the developing 
country Parties

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chan ge (UNFCCC)
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Source:W.Hare, 2003

ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS AT ECOSYSTEM LEVEL
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Source: (Adapted from) W.Hare, 2003

ECOSYSTEM IMPACTS WITH 2 0C WARMING
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CASE STUDY - “Peaking” doesn’t necessarily mean turning the corne r !! 
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• Launch a comprehensive, integrated 2-year, twin-tra ck negotiating process 
aiming to conclude in Copenhagen, Denmark before the end of 2009 , in order 
to enable the full, effective and sustained implementation of  the Convention
through long-term cooperative action up to and beyond 2012 ;

• Enhance national/international action on the mitiga tion of climate change, 
including measurable, reportable, and verifiable nationally appropriate 
mitigation commitments or actions, including quanti fied emission limitation 
and reduction objectives, by all developed country Parties, while ensuring the 
comparability of efforts;

• Enhance nationally appropriate mitigation actions by developing country 
Parties in the context of sustainable development, supported and enabled by
technology, financing and capacity-building , in a measurable, reportable and 
verifiable manner;

Bali Action Plan (BAP) - December 2007
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COPENHAGEN, 2009 - what the BAP 
means (if it’s going to work as far as developing 

countries, scientists and NGO’s are concerned) :

1)  -25 to - 40 % reductions  from 1990 emissions for industrialised
countries by 2020 (high end of this range approaches pathway to 
global peak by 2020)

2) MRV Financing commitments from industrialised countries for 
developing countries’ mitigation action

3) Much enhanced and more supportive Adaptation fram ework

4) Reasonably robust framework to begin to halt defo restation

5) (Almost certainly) A new UNFCCC Financial Mechani sm

6) A carbon price for 2012 – 2020 of at least �  40/tonne

7) The idea that the world will take decarbonisation  seriously from now 
on (i.e particularly that carbon prices will continu e to rise and rise)
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What’s needed from the perspective of NGO’s and sci entists:

A global carbon budget capable of limiting warming to < 2 oC
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= 1,000 x 1 Gt (billion) tonnes global allocation between 2000-2050

Already used by 2009: 330 Gt (36 Gt/yr. in 2008)

� 670 billion tonnes left for 2010-2050

In simple terms and with fair allocation to a hypot hetical (and 
unlikely) constant world population:

� c. 100 tonnes per capita for next 40 years

� c. 2.5 tonnes per person per year for the next 40 years

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING  AT:

A global Carbon budget with a reasonably safe (>75% chance) of not
overshooting 2 oC:

1 trillion tonnes CO 2 (from fossil fuels 2000 - 2050)
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Irish mid-term (2020) targets with increasing degre es of stringency
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IRL to commit to :

• Mid-term (2020) domestic mitigation target = -30% of 2005 emissions

( = 88% of 1990 emissions  =  48.9 Mt = - 20.3 Mt reduction from 2007)

• Use 10 Mt GoldStandard offsets to set overall 2020 target = -30% of 1990

( = 56% of 2007 emissions  =  38.9 Mt )   ( Supplementarity ratio = 2:1 )

• �  420 million annually as fair share of EU �  35 billion for mitigation, adaptation, 
and forest protection in developing countries

• 2050 mitigation target = - 90% of 1990 emissions ( =  5.5 Mt )

• 1% of GDP annually for national and international decarbonisation and 
adaptation (additional to 0.7% ODA. ODA to be immed iately fully climate proofed)

• Strong domestic compliance regime ( = targets in legislation + National Climate 
Commission + National Decarbonisation Fund)

Copenhagen wishlist


